National Park Service Statement on Sharp Park

 September 21, 2011
The points below describe the position of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area concerning the exploration of continued golfing at Sharp Park by the City and County of San Francisco. The decision to continue or terminate golf at Sharp Park resides with the City and County of San Francisco.  The National Park Service is neutral on this decision.  

However, if the city decided to terminate golf at Sharp Park, the NPS would welcome the opportunity to work in collaboration with the city on a new vision for the future of the site that includes trail-based recreation use and wetlands and habitat restoration, and extends the restoration work done at NPS-managed Mori Point immediately to the south of Sharp Park.

· Sharp Park (417 acres) was included in the legislative boundary of the GGNRA in 1980 by Congress in recognition of its national park values.

· Sharp Park is adjacent to Mori Point and Sweeney Ridge, which are NPS properties managed by Golden Gate National Recreation Area.  NPS has restored habitat for the California red-legged frog and the San Francisco garter snake, both federally listed species, at Mori Point, and manages that site for trail-based recreation and habitat restoration and preservation. 

· If the City of San Francisco chooses to retain a golf course at Sharp Park, NPS will continue to be involved in cooperation with the City to provide consultation and technical advice related to habitat restoration and to promote compatibility of Sharp Park plans with our management goals for adjacent National Park lands.

· Continued golf usage of Sharp Park should demonstrate its sustainability and compatibility with long term preservation of the federally listed species.

· It is not consistent with current NPS management practices to own or manage a golf course.  Therefore, NPS will not assume management of Sharp Park Golf Course or portions of Sharp Park that include golf course infrastructure features or that require ongoing operation and maintenance as part of a golf course.  

· If the City decided to terminate golf at Sharp Park and transfer the land to NPS management, NPS would work in collaboration with the city to design a transition process and timeline to transform the site from its current use into an area that is fully integrated into the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. The transition plan would identify actions required prior to transfer to address issues on the property such as remediation of any contaminated sites, protection of sensitive habitats, and resolution of drainage and flood control.  The transition plan would conclude with a long term management agreement with the city.  

· Following completion of the long term management agreement, NPS would engage community stakeholders and neighboring jurisdictions to identify and evaluate a range of alternatives for a Sharp Park that includes a more natural and sustainable wetland and upland area, trail-based recreation, a compatible park use for the club house, and accounts for predicted climate change and sea level rise.  NPS would complete necessary environmental compliance documents and permits, and then pursue funding to begin implementation of the preferred alternative.

· During the transition period, the city would continue to be responsible for keeping the property secure and maintaining the infrastructure related to wildlife protection.  If the city chooses to continue golfing at Sharp Park during the transition period, the city would be responsible for all of the infrastructure connected with that activity.

· National Park Service would seek funding for implementation of a future vision through various governmental funding sources and philanthropic support, as it has done in other major projects.  

· The NPS and Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy have invested significant time and funds at Mori Point to improve trails and restore habitat for the California red legged frog and the San Francisco garter snake, both federally listed species. Because these species move between adjacent lands and Mori Point, preservation of the species depends on the compatible management of Sharp Park.  

· Federal legislation states that NPS could accept the property only as a donation from the City of San Francisco.

· Public Law 92-589, which is the legislation that established the park on October 27, 1972, states "Section 1.  ...In the management of the recreation area, the Secretary of the Interior....shall utilize the resources in a manner which will provide for recreation and educational opportunities consistent with sound principles of land use planning and management. …In carrying out the provisions of this Act, the Secretary shall  preserve the recreation area, as far as possible, in its natural setting and protect it from development and uses which would destroy the scenic beauty and natural character of the area."

Replaces previous statement of July 21, 2010

